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With the success of the Rugby 11s concept over last two years events, Phuket 
continues to be at the forefront of this innovative brand of rugby. 

This year we are going back to the Alan Cook Ground (ACG) which, being a grass 
pitch is preferred by most teams. With the Athena Siam vets tournament kicking 
things off on Friday 6th June, it’s a chance to see rugby of a bygone era, being 
played out in a spirit of camaraderie and fun. Even though their bodies might 
complain about the rigours of getting out of bed, never mind running around on a 
rugby pitch, they can still talk a good game, especially when those tonsils are 
liberally lubricated. 

On Saturday we have the group stages of both the more serious Men’s & 
Women’s tournaments with Sunday, providing all the knockout action. Jean Luc is 
referee’s manager, and his team of officials will be keeping order on the pitch and 
creating mayhem, off it! 

The Phuket 11’s continues their long association with the Asia Center Foundation 
who celebrate their 21st anniversary this year. We will be raising funds over the 
weekend for the ACF scholarship program providing underprivileged children on 
the island the chance of a better future. You can find out more by contacting 
Roelien Muller at roemuthai@gmail.com or check out the website at 
https://asiacenterfoundation.org/ 

For more information on the rugby tournament check www.phuket10s.com 
It's great to see long time supporters of the Phuket Rugby 11’s out again in force, 
with the Aussie Bar Phuket, Athena Siam & Bangkok Phuket Siriroj Hospital 
continuing to support rugby on the island and the Phuket News, as ever, giving 
first class cov-erage before, during and after the event. 

All the weekends action will be live streamed by Hans and his production crew on 
https://www.youtube.com/@11sRugby. There will be F & B available with 
Baramee Resotel and Catering, providing quality South African fare & a bar
providing beers, soft drinks & laughter. Entry to the ACG is free so come on down 
and support your local team, the Phuket Vagabonds, as they seek to continue their 

impressive start to the season.

The Aussie Bar Phuket International Dimbulla Rugby 11’s is oh so 
excited to be back. With 28 teams from around the region flying 
into Phuket for the tournament, it will bring some much-needed 
relief for a lot of business owners, as well as providing some 
spectacular sporting action on the pitch. This year we have an old 
friend sponsoring and we welcome the Aussie Bar Phuket, long 
time sponsor of all thing's rugby in Phuket.

https://maps.app.goo.gl/fqR61zbyG2GVAKGS6
https://asiacenterfoundation.org/
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The partnership between the Phuket Vagabonds and ACF's childre

n’s rugby training program began in 2020 with a shared vision: to u

se sport as a tool for empowerment and growth. Since then, up to

26 scholarship students15 boys and 11 girls across various age

groups,have taken part in weekly training sessions held at the Alan

Cooke Grounds. These sessions are led by dedicated coaches

from the Phuket Vagabonds Academy.

This initiative has provided more than just physical training; it has f

ostered teamwork, discipline, and confidence. The children have

shown impressive dedication, attend regular practices and particip

ating in tournaments with great enthusiasm. Notably, the Under15

girls’ team delivered a standout performance last year,

demonstrating both talent and determination.

ACF is always seeking meaningful ways to help its scholarship stu

dents uncover their potential, and this program has been a

fantastic example of that mission in action. We are deeply grateful

to the Phuket Vagabonds Academy for their sponsorship and

ongoing commitment to our young athletes.

As we prepare for the upcoming Phuket Elevens tournament, we ki

ndly ask teams to consider donating any good-condition rugby 

shirts (kid's sizes preferably) and rugby boots in sizes 35 to 

45. Your generosity can make a real difference for children in need 

helping them continue their journey on and off the field.

Rugby for Good

Empowering Youth Through Sport
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Coffin Dodgers O35s

Muddy Buffaloes

Chiang Mai Cobras

The Muddy Buffaloes: Phuket 11s 2025 

“We’re doing alright.”

Born from a potent cocktail of cheap beer, suspect life choices, and a 

desperate need to escape the crushing mediocrity of our daily lives, the 

Muddy Buffaloes were conceived with one mission: to bring a 

Barbarians vibe and stampede of the Buffaloe to the world of social 

rugby. Much like herd instincts, our decision-making is questionable, 

combinations rarely make sense, and we’re always running different 

directions—yet somehow, it works.

Since our humble beginnings in 2022, we’ve completed seven tours 

across Southeast Asia—leaving behind record sales for sunglasses 

vendors, baffled bartenders, and the occasional teammate in airport 

detention. We’re a proud collective of misfits, washed-up athletes, and 

legally ambiguous internationals from 14 countries and one 

unrecognized state.

Our peak? Da Nang 11s. Darts dodged. Balls grabbed. Trophies won. 

Shoeys performed with total disregard for gastroenterology.

Our jerseys are now in such high demand, we’re exploring NFTs, fake 

merch drops, and possibly a Buffaloes x Crocs collab.

What to Expect in Phuket?

We’ll be low on electrolytes, high on vibes, and always ready to 

welcome newbies into the herd.

You don’t join us to win—you join us to survive the experience and live 

to tell the tale.

We don’t run drills. Just tabs and quality court sessions. 

Trust that our herd will best survive together. Ride with the Buffaloes.

and match last years success, though looking at the quality of the 

teams in the schedule, it could be a hard task. 

Whatever happens we will have fun on the pitch and always have a 

smile as we bring, what is becoming, our Northern flair, to the 

Southern shores of this fair land. We look forward to catching up with 

old friends, as well as making new ones. Thank you to the Phuket 

11s organisers and looking forwards to a successful tournament.

The CNX Cobras are from Chiang Mai and come  into 

this year’s tournament off the back of winning the Chiang 

Mai 11s league and winning the shield at the recent 

Pattaya 10s. This year, combined with CNX Cobras, we 

are a team of youth and experience & we will aim to try 



Coffin Dodgers O35s

Prebbleton Dinos

Hailing from the small town of Prebbleton on the outskirts of 

Christchurch New Zealand, the Prebbleton rugby club(Dinos) 

have been around for over a century. The Dinos started their 

Div 3 team in 1995 and it is made up of a playing group of 

has beens, never were and, just hanging in with strapping

tape, players. A team, not as committed to training, but still 

competitive on the field and who really come into their own when it 

comes to an after-match function. Coming from a Southern NZ 

Winter(and Summer) hydration will be a big feature of this tour. "Ow 

bia nueng khuat“. Built on strong family values since its inception the 

side has seen brothers' uncles and currently two father/ son combos 

taking the field together in the mighty club royal blue jumper.

The travelling squad to Phuket consists of 20 players coming from 

Christchurch 13 who are current players in the local Div 3 

competition, a player joining from Auckland & 2 from Hua Hin, 

Thailand. The Dinos will field an over 35s and over 45s squad for the 

tournament. The job of waterboy will never be so hotly contested with 

many of the squad never having traveled abroad previously, the tour 

is shaping up to make “The Hangover” movie look like a prequel. The 

questions are; will they make the field with all players? Will 21 or 

more or less return to NZ? Time will tell!

As part of the tour and in association with one of the Teams 

sponsors, Heroes Bar,  the squad is holding an event to benefit 

under-privileged Phuket Kids prior to the tournament, giving back a 

little of what rugby has given our team over the years.

Pronto Rugby





Coffin Dodgers O35s

Phuket Viagrabonds

Our team KAMESENRYU was formed in 2015 from Japan 

and join many kind of rugby Especially touch tag beach 

league union opened in Japan. Each member has their 

own position in the union rugby team.
Kamesenryu called everybody to play rugby, all members willing 

to join and gather  here. And go together for victory. 

Once a kamesenryu, Always a kemesenryu

*Celebrating 27 Years of Phuket Viagrabonds: 

The Comeback of Champions and Shenanigans!*

Ladies and gentlemen, fasten your shoelaces and hold on to your 

hats because the Phuket Viagrabonds are back and better than 

ever, celebrating their 27th anniversary in style! These veteran
warriors off the field have rediscovered their spunk and cheer, gearing up to 

remind everyone that age is just a number—especially when you have the wit 

of a stand-up comedian and the enthusiasm of a puppy on espresso! This 

team is not just your average group of athletes; they’re the legends of mischief! 

With names like Dan Ashburn, the man of steel (with a body that even 

Superman would envy), Quinton Schutte, David Ghani, and Craig Harman, 

we’re talking about a lineup that would make a WWF tag team look like a 

kindergarten class. This glorious quartet is back to tender their depth—right 

alongside all the laughs, of course. They might even throw in a dad joke or 

two, so every match is as entertaining as a circus show! As seasoned players, 

these lads are a sure contender, not just locally, but on an international scale. 

Who knew that playing ball could also mean popping up around the globe? 

They’ll be showcasing their skills while simultaneously breaking records for the 

most boat races and collaborative mischief ever seen on land and sea. Be 

prepared for anything—from competitive maneuvering on the field to 

spontaneous dance-offs on the sidelines! We invite everyone who can walk, 

jog, or tumble into the fray to join us! No need to be a pro; in fact, the more 

mischief, the better! We’re determined to have a jolly, and truthfully, we believe 

that the field is merely a backdrop for our shenanigans. So, whether you’re out 

there to show off your skills or simply trying to outrun the nearest water 

balloon, we promise a good time for all. So, get ready to lace up those boots, 

stretch those hamstrings (or just skip the stretching and hope for the best), and 

prepare your funniest “remember when” stories! We’re keen on seeing 

everyone come June for what’s sure to be the most enjoyable and uproarious 

outing in a long while. Let’s get ready to rumble, laugh, and celebrate, because 

the Phuket Viagrabonds are hitting the field with all the cheer and charm you 

can handle! See you soon! 

Yours mischievous Captain Tjaart van der Walt

In Loving Memory of

Mike “Sybil” Spackman

KAMESENRYU RFC



Coffin Dodgers O35s

are a diverse, tight-knit squad made up of seasoned expats, 

emerging talent, and a few local legends who know their way 

around both the desert and the try line.

True to our Barbarian name, we come together from clubs across 

Dubai and beyond — united by a shared love of the game, a 

passion for touring, and a serious appetite for both contact and 

camaraderie. Whether it's the hard-hitting forward pack laying the 

platform or our lightning-quick backs finishing in style, you can 

expect entertaining rugby from the first whistle.

The Phuket 11s is a calendar highlight for us — a chance to 

represent Dubai’s rugby culture, test ourselves against some top 

international sides, and make memories on and off the pitch. Win, 

lose, or draw, you’ll hear the Barbarians — and probably share a 

drink with us after full-time.

The Dubai Barbarians are proud to make their debut at 

the Phuket 11s, bringing a unique blend of flair, 

firepower, and camaraderie to the tournament. Based 

in the heart of the UAE's rugby scene, the Barbarians

The Dubai Barbarians



As we prepare for our upcoming rugby tour to the Phuket 11’s we 

would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to our incredible sponsors. 

Your generous support plays a vital role in making this journey 

possible. Whether it’s helping us cover travel costs, gear, or team 

logistics, your commitment to our team means the world to us. 

With your support we are providing disadvantaged Phuket kids 

with a day's outing including lunch, games and gifts from NZ. This 

is something we can all be proud of. We’re proud to represent you 

on and off the field, and we’ll be carrying your names with pride as 

we compete. 

Thank you for believing in us and for being a key part of our team’s 

story.

Prebbleton Dinos

A Thank You to Our Sponsors 





Brisbane Vulgarians

“Mercenary Hydrators”

Founded in the sultry Brisbane summer of 2008, the Brisbane 

Vulgarians emerged from a steamy backyard BBQ where rugby, 

camaraderie, and a touch of mischief collided. Rob “Scrum Daddy” 

Howe rallied his mates with a bold declaration: “Let’s create a 

team that plays hard, tackles harder, and isn’t afraid to leave a 

*lasting impression* on the field.” 

From the start, the Vulgarians were anything but conventional. 

Their first training session involved more oil than a mechanic’s 

garage, as Coach Sparkles M-man, a former cabaret star turned 

rugby guru, insisted on “slippery scrums” to build team cohesion. 

With Sparkles at the helm, the team’s motto became clear: *If 

you’re going to play dirty, do it fabulously.* 

Their special skills sessions, led by the enigmatic player known 

only as The Fist, were legendary. His unorthodox drills—featuring 

blindfolds and the occasional safe word—were designed to build 

trust and “close contact techniques.” The results were undeniable, 

though opponents often seemed distracted during scrums. 

Despite their flair, the Vulgarians struggled to keep up the intensity 

required of hard off field “players”. By 2025, they shifted focus to a 

new role: water carriers for other teams. But even here, they left 

their mark. Opponents are now wary of the Vulgarians’ signature 

“special” water bottle, often identified by a mysterious layer of 

cream floating on top. 

Today, the Brisbane Vulgarians are a team like no other—part 

rugby squad, part spectacle, and entirely unforgettable. Just 

remember: if Sparkles is on the sideline and The Fist is in the 

stands, you’ve already lost.





Carol Schutte Cup

One Foot in the Grave O45s

Group A

Asian Japanese 

Dragons

Taipei Silverbacks

The Taipei Silverbacks are the 45+ veterans' side of the 

Taipei Baboons, Taipei’s only expatriate rugby club 

established in the early 1990s by French expats and now

Kamesenryu RFC

home to a diverse international community. Fresh off winning the 

2024 Manila 10s Vets Division, the Silverbacks boast standout 

players such as #10 Ben Hall, a former College D1 Fly Half in New 

Zealand; #9 Johan Koekemoer, an experienced Scrum Half in 

Super Rugby South Africa; and Andrew Leakey, known worldwide 

for his iconic “Leakey swerve.” Renowned for its competitive spirit 

on the field and its vibrant social scene off the field, the 

Silverbacks along with the wider Baboons organization frequently 

hosts visiting teams in Taipei and tours the region for tournaments, 

reflecting a deep commitment to both athletic excellence and the 

camaraderie that unites rugby players around the world.

Our team KAMESENRYU was formed in 2015 from Japan 

and join many kind of rugby Especially touch tag beach 

league union opened in Japan. Each member has their

We have gathered Japanese players from all over Asia 

as a touring side since 2002. Our inaugural tour took us 

to London that year, followed by appearances at
numerous 10s tournaments across Southeast Asia. The highlight 

to date remains playing the curtain raiser for Super Rugby at the 

Singapore National Stadium against the Singapore National Team 

Old Boys.

While we may be getting older—and are certainly grateful to the 

Phuket 11s organisers for creating a category for the Over 45s—

we’re also bringing in some fresh legs and making a long-awaited 

return to the Open Category. The spirit lives on, across 

generations.

own position in the union rugby team.

Kamesenryu called everybody to play rugby, aii members willing to 

join and gather here.

And go together for victory. 

Once a kamesenryu, Always a kemesenryu



Carol Schutte Cup

One Foot in the Grave O45s

Group A

Mighty San Miguel 

Wrinklies 

Last year we lit the place up both on and off the field. The 2nd 

degree burns are nearly healed.

This year we are going back to our tribal roots and will be touring as 

a gang – “The Mighty Wrinklies.” Outgoing Club President DJ Fodes 

will be leading his motley crew of patched reprobates and wannabe 

tour virgin prospects. We will be tearing up the place at night, a quick 

feed at KFC and then be tucked up in bed by 9pm.

We will be entering the Over 45s again and you can look forward to 

champagne rugby. That’s if you bring your own champagne.

Last but not least, we are really looking forward to catching up with 

the ACF Scholarship Program and the students that we sponsor, 

because that’s a real gang worth supporting.

See you on the pitch!

The San Miguel Mighty Wrinklies 

Touring Phuket Once More!



One Foot in the Grave O45s

Group B

Prebbleton Dinos

KL Tigers

HKFC Vintage Gents

After unsuccessful attempts as the HKFC Contemptibles in 
2023 and 2024, we are reviving a touring brand from the 
Saigon 10s in 2018 & 2019.  The “VGs” are a Hong Kong-based

team whose touring exploits are a mash-up of Hangover and Lord of the 
Flies, but with more knee braces and poor decisions. Games will be 
played, or at least attempted. By the second half, the only running will 
be to the physio’s ice bucket.  The opposition will be confused—are they 
playing rugby or witnessing a midlife crisis in motion?  Hamstrings will 
tear, pride will shatter, and someone will lose a shoe in a heroic 
(drunken) attempt at parkour. 
On the way home to Hong Kong, the Cathay cabin crew will consider an 
emergency landing just to escape the collective stench of Tiger Balm and 
bad life choices.  Wives will receive messages like: "Lost my phone, my 
dignity, and possibly a kidney. Still in Phuket - please send snacks." 
Survivors? Few.  Lessons Learned? None.  Coming back in 2026?  Most 
definitely.

throughout the year but we like 

to tour as much as we can for 

our age! and enter as many 

local tournaments as possible.  

Looking forward to this year’s 

Phuket 11’s.  Also, the party 

that goes with it!

GO TIGERS Grrrrrrr!

KL Tiger’s RFC are back at the Phuket 11’s for another 

year!!Our Vet’s team are a mix of expats and local 

players.  We are currently playing in the KRS League 

Div 2 for the next 4 months and then regular games
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One Foot in the Grave O45s

Group B

Moorabbin Rams

The RAMS Return in 2025 The Moorabbin Rams once 

again shuffle, stretch, and stagger their way to the 

Phuket 10s (or is it the 11s? Honestly, we're just 

impressed we remembered our passports). 

Having graced this tournament for more years than some of our 

Tour Virgins have been alive, we've tasted victory in many forms 

— on the field, at the bar, and of course, the sacred battleground 

of the Tour Virgins Beauty Pageant. Speaking of which, this year 

we’re experiencing something we haven’t seen in a while: an 

actual glut of Tour Virgins. That’s right — fresh faces, 

questionable decisions, and the unmistakable look of regret as 

they realize what they've signed up for. 

From Opens to Over 35s to Over 45s, our journey has evolved —

as have our support systems. We now boast more water carriers 

than players, meaning each of us gets our own personal hydration 

assistant (and in some cases, someone to carry our deep heat, 

strapping tape, and dignity). 

Looking ahead, we’re eyeing the inevitable Over 55s division —

complete with Zimmer frames and halftime naps. But until then, 

we proudly return to Phuket to play, reminisce, and support the 

amazing work of the Asia Centre Foundation. 

Let the chaos begin.







Coffin Dodgers

One Foot in the Grave 

Group A

One Foot in the Grave 

Group B

Team Logos

The Carel Schutte Cup

Vets 

Coffin Dodgers O35s 
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One Foot in the Grave O45s 





Aussie Bar

Ladies Division

Group 

Amblers Old Girls

Bangers Belles

HKFC Ice & Fire

Amblers Old Girls, formerly a team from UAE, now        

scattered all over the world, have reunited to join the epic 

Phuket 11s. With most of us over the hill and not having played 

for a while, we look forward to dusting off the boots and 

enjoying beautiful Phuket for an adventurous few days. This team will 

showcase 3 mother/daughter duos. Our team will have Amblers Old Girls 

from NZ, UAE, USA, SA and Wales. See you pitch side for a pint and yarn.

After several long tour-less years (thanks, Covid!), HKFC Ice & 

Fire are back in Phuket! Having last attended the Phuket 10s 

(or shall we say 11s now?) in 2018, this chaos-loving group of 

ladies are incredibly excited to

travel to a land far, far away and live out their fairy tale dreams of having 

mango sticky rice for breakfast every day. The ladies join their fellow 

HKFCers—the HKFC Bulls and HKFC Old Contemptibles, a.k.a. our 

resident experts in Phuket tours—as the younger and better-looking team 

representing Sports Road. But don't let their princess smiles fool you! 

These gals are rough and rowdy and can't wait to get their game faces on.

Southerners Lady’s

The Bangkok Banger Belles are excited to head to Phuket to 

close out another fantastic season. We always look fore-

ward to a home tournament here in

Thailand, and from the moment we tee off at the Friday night party we will 

all be chipping in to make it a tournament to remember. The Belles are 

ready to hopefully drive their way to the finals and look forward to a 

smashing weekend!

in hand, while others picked up the sport a little later, sometimes by accident, 

sometimes on a dare, and sometimes out of pure curiosity. But what unites us all 

is a strong sense of community, commitment, and fun. Whether it’s training under 

the Bangkok sun, battling it out on game day, or sharing laughs over post-match 

beers, we’ve built a team culture that’s both competitive and welcoming. It’s a 

place where every player, no matter their skill level, background, or language, is 

supported, celebrated, and pushed to grow both on and off the field. We compete 

in local leagues and regional tournaments across Thailand and Southeast Asia, 

proudly representing the Southerners tradition of passion, respect, and relentless 

energy. And while we love to win, we’re just as proud of the bonds we build along 

the way.

The Southerners Women’s Rugby Team is a dynamic and diverse 

group of women brought together by a shared passion for the game 

and a healthy dose of team spirit on and off the pitch. Based in the 

heart of Bangkok, our team is a proud mix of Thai and international 

players from all walks of life. Some of us grew up with a rugby ball 



Aussie Bar

Ladies Division



Carel led the Roosters to great heights in Phuket, winning the plate 

during their tournament debut in 2009 and the open championship 

cup in 2010 and 2014. Carel’s favourite matches were when the 

Roosters played against their rivals, the Moorabbin Rams from 

Australia. The epic battles between these two teams always 

delivered big hits and fast-paced, skilled rugby, keeping the crowd 

on their feet.

In the world of rugby, where fierce tackles meet 

unbreakable camaraderie, few figures have left 

a mark as genuine as Carel Schutte. 

As the leader of the Mighty Roosters from 

South Africa, Carel stood not only as the 

logistical backbone of the team but as a trusted 

mentor, a motivator, and a steady presence 

who inspired all who played for the Roosters.

Gone but never forgotten

Carel created a culture and team spirit where players looked out for 

one another and took pride in the Rooster jersey. While players fought 

hard on the field, Carel orchestrated the unseen elements that turned 

individual efforts into a cohesive, disciplined unit. He added a human 

touch that made every player feel seen, heard,

and supported.

Carel was also a big family man—husband, father, brother, and 

grandfather—and is dearly missed by everyone. We will have a few 

beers in his honour at The Aussie Bar (Carel’s favourite bar) during 

this year’s tournament.

A Leader Beyond the Game 

Remembering Carel Schutte





Men’s Open Group A

Men’s Open Group B



BARAMEE RESORTEL

PHUKET

Baramee Resortel Phuket is a lifestyle boutique brand that has a 
captivating appeal created primarily by its exclusive furnishings 

combining exciting architecture, lifestyle, and exceptional design.

A boutique resort offering genuine Baramee’s service touches of 

Thai Culture blended with charming oriental hospitality designed 

just to pamper you and creating a memorable experience of your 

holidays in Phuket, Thailand.

266 Phrabarami Road,
Patong, Kathu, Phuket 83150

+66 (0)76 608 978

Email Us

Proud Sponsors
2025 Phuket international

rugby 11s

Facilities in the hotel include an al fresco casual dining cafe and 

bar, a pool bar and a restaurant all serving breakfast, lunch and 

dinner. The swimming pool is located on the 2nd floor.

https://barameephuket.com/
https://barameephuket.com/
tel:+6676608978
mailto:rsvn@barameephuket.com




2025 Aussie Bar Phuket International 

Rugby 11s
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2025 Aussie Bar Phuket International 

Rugby 11s

Schedule Day Two



2025 Aussie Bar Phuket International 
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A hassle-free Sports Bar. 
8 pool tables, 40 plus tv large screens to watch all 

your favorite sports.

The Aussie Bar Phuket

is the oldest and busiest pub on 

Phuket catering to the Australian 

tourists and expats on Phuket 

offering live sports, cold beers,

AUSSIE BAR PHUKET

PHUKETS TOP SPORTS PUB

Soi Bangla Patong Thailand  Phuket

www.phuketaussiebar.com 

aussiebar@hotmail.com 

+66924922261

Proud Sponsors
2025 Phuket international

rugby 11s

A top venue to play pool, watch sports or simply watch the 

world go by while sipping your ice-cold drinks.



Aussie Bar Phuket

Men’s Open

Group A

Seoul Survivors

Peak BaaBaas

The Peak BaaBaas are Hong Kong’s exciting new 

touring side, bringing together the best HK talent for 

thrilling, free-flowing rugby. Inspired by the Barbarians’ 

we’re a team built on camaraderie, creativity, and
spirit, passion for the game. From club stars to rising talents, the 

Peak BaaBaas will take on invitational matches, tour destinations 

near and far, and showcase Hong Kong’s vibrant rugby culture. 

Join us as we play hard, explore new challenges, and celebrate the 

joy of rugby—Hong Kong style!

First established in 1993, the Phuket Vagabonds have 

been the sole representative of contact rugby in Phuket for 

over 30 years. During that time, the Vagabonds have 

played host to visiting domestic and international teams and

Phuket Vagabonds

competed in tournaments throughout South East Asia, Phuket 11s 

being a highlight of our year, competing on home turf! Throughout 

the club's duration, the Vagabonds have welcomed players from all 

over the world. Some, long term Phuket residents, others transient 

expatriates and visiting tourists. The club boasts a strong open 

men’s playing contingent, on the pitch you might wonder what they 

do at training sessions, off the pitch it'll become clear what they do 

best. If you find a stray vagabond eagerly exploring any questionable 

walking soi, don't worry about them, naturally they are a person who 

wanders from place to place.

Seoul Survivors R.F.C. are set to make a debut 

appearance at the 2025 Phuket International Rugby 11s. 

Established in 1979, the Survivors are one of Asia’s 

longest-standing expatriate rugby clubs, renowned for

their strong on-field showings in the Yellow Sea Cup, KERA and 

across a long history of touring, with regular appearances at the 

Manila 10s, and recent tours to Taipei, Tokyo and Ho Chi Minh City.

The 2025 tourists are made up of over 10 nationalities, with players 

ranging from less than 1 year, up to 30 years of tenure in the club, 

culminating in 69 years of Survivors' experience across the team in 

total. The club members are bound by the motto “Maybe Next 

Weekend”, an ode to the club’s history as a social club; and as they 

take to the field in Phuket for the first time, Seoul Survivors R.F.C. is 

looking forward to an unforgettable weekend of rugby and good clean 

fun to help continue adding to the tournament's history.



Aussie Bar Phuket

Men’s Open

Group A

UUDS Tuskers

and regional mix, there are players from rugby stronghold countries such 

as Sri Lanka, Fiji, and more bringing a wealth of national and international 

experience.  Famed for their ability, commitment, and fair play, numerous 

of our players have been recognized on some of the world's most 

renowned rugby platforms. Their combined successes speak volumes, 

playing at national standards and competing in elite tournaments all 

around the world.

The UUDS Tuskers embody the essence of high-performance rugby. Our 

recent triumph at the Gulf Men’s Open – Dubai 7s, where we played as 

UUDS Lanka Lions, marks a significant milestone. With this 

championship win, we proudly continue our remarkable streak—four 

consecutive titles in this premier tournament. It stands as a testament to 

our team's discipline, dedication, and unity.

We are also happy to announce that two of our players have been chosen 

to represent the Shaheen team which represented UAE team at the 

world-renowned Borneo 7s Rugby Tournament, held in Malaysia from 

April 17th to 21st, 2025. This recognition not only speaks to the individual 

ability within our team but also to our commitment to making a 

contribution to the international rugby community.

Our success is rooted squarely in the vision of our CEO, Mr. Manoj 

Bogoda, who leads with a steadfast passion for both athletic and personal 

development. Under his leadership, UUDS Aero DWC LLC is one of the 

few organizations offering full-time services to players so they can 

achieve at sport and career. From living quarters, nutrition and health 

care, to arranging the best training and fitness, Mr. Bogoda puts all 

players in the right place and empowers them to succeed.

We at UUDS Tuskers believe that together we are strong, and excellence 

is achieved through absolute dedication. We take pride in what we have 

achieved to date—and even more excited about the future of our team 

and its players on the international stage.

UUDS Tuskers Rugby Team – Strength in Unity, 

Excellence of Play Dubai-based UUDS Tuskers 

Rugby Team is a strong and diverse group of elite 

professional sportsmen who are united in passion for 

rugby and striving for excellence. With rich cultural



Aussie Bar Phuket

Men’s Open

Group B

Pronto Rugby 

Pronto Rugby is a ‘Nomad’ national Rugby Team from the 

United Kingdom, We raise money and awareness for t

wo chosen charities throughout the year. One of these is a 

mental health related charity and the other an Autism/SEN 

charity. Both of these causes have very close connections 

to many of our founder members therefore adding 
a personal touch to what we do. We give back to the community also. 

Whether its donating necessary stationary or equipment to a local 

SEN school or giving support to others in need, we always do what 

we can. Whilst here in Phuket we will be donating much needed items 

and spending some time with the children at the Special Needs school 

here on the Island, Phuket Panyanukul School. Returning to Phuket 

for our second year, we can't wait to get back across to the island to 

soak up the atmosphere and catch up with friends from last year and 

making new ones. We will be bringing 2 teams again, some young 

guns for the opens, and some old boys that really should know better 

but can't let go!

Chiang Mai Cobras

The CNX Cobras from Chiang Mai province is an 

eclectic mix of up-and-coming Thai players along with a

few crusty old experienced expats to keep them on the 

straight and narrow. The Cobras are renowned

for their never say die attitude and will fight to the bitter 

end. Having become a regular on the regional touring

scene we look forward to catching up with old friends, be it in the 

heat of battle on the pitch, or at the socials, as well as making new 

ones. Big shout out to the Phuket 11s organiser and looking 

forwards to a successful tournament.



Aussie Bar Phuket

Men’s Open

Group B

Groote Eylandte

Mudchooks

Phangnga Rugby Club

Aussie Bar, are a colourful bunch or of mates, that meet once a 

year to show off their skills on and off the field. It’s great to keep 

coming back again in true NT down under style, like a boomerang. 

Looking forward to doing it all again, and supporting a great 

cause....and maybe a few boat race challenges led by the “Wog

Dog” if any other teams are up for it. We’ll drink to anything. Cheers

Reining from the Big Island in the Northern Territory of 

Australia for the teams 36th team tour and their 13th tour 

of Phuket, is the Groote Eylandt Mudchooks. 

No strangers to the competition and no strangers to the 

Phang Nga Rugby Club was established in 2020 as a 

youth-focused initiative aimed at providing a platform for 

boys and girls in Phang Nga to learn and play rugby, 

starting from the under-12 age group. The club has
primarily competed in provincial youth tournaments, helping young 

athletes develop their skills and passion for the game. As the 

players have grown, many have earned scholarships to play rugby 

at the university level, with one of the club’s standout female 

athletes even representing Thailand in the U18 girls' national team. 

The club is now entering an exciting new chapter, as the Phuket 

International Rugby 11s marks its first participation in an open 

tournament, showcasing the growth and potential of this grassroots 

rugby community.



Originally an open side flanker (in my younger, faster days), my favourite player 

was always Jean Pierre Rives. He was such a flamboyant and exciting player 

to watch and he always struck me as a non-conformist and, for someone as 

fiercely independent-minded as myself, that is a very attractive quality.                                                       

My favourite Welsh players since I started supporting them are probably 

Jonathan Davies, Bob Norster and Shane Williams, with special mention to 

Martyn Williams (mostly for having an excellent name but he was also a stellar 

player) and Gareth Thomas who was a very fine player and I admire him so 

much for the way he has been so forthright about sexuality and mental health 

issues, under extremely trying circumstances, thanks largely to the gutter press 

of The Sun and their ilk.

I first picked up a rugby ball at 9 years old when a new teacher re-introduced 

the game to our school after a hiatus of many years. After the first session, 

coming off the pitch muddier than the rest, I knew this was the game for me.

My introduction to club rugby was made by my uncle at 15 or 16 years old, 

running on for the wing for the local vets team (even though I was a flanker 

then), never having to put my hand in my pocket and coming home with a 

bellyful of beer each week.

I was the first player from my club to represent the county colts team in many a 

year and, using my friends from our school team as a player base, we reignited 

the club colts' team and enjoyed some local success.

The Touring Centurian
Martin “Schlonger” Williams

A rugby legend in the Asian region celebrates his 100th tour 

in Phuket. Many of you will know him and many wont. 

This is his story 

Throughout senior school and whilst studying at Bristol university, I continued 

to play and enjoy the game, but my life was transformed after I moved to 

Singapore in 1990. Fortunately, whilst watching the excellent SCC 7’s on the 

Padang two weeks after my arrival, I met the friendly guys & gals from the 

Bucks RFC and I’d found a new rugby home. The club was very eclectic in 

those days (as a club, we could order a beer in 24 different languages) with the 

emphasis very much on the social side of the game. I soon became involved in 

the organisation of the club as a few of the previous club stalwarts left shortly 

afterwards.

Bucks RFC Singapore 
Champions 1993-94

Born and raised in Stoke-on-Trent near Manchester, I 

became a Welsh supporter (English mum, Welsh dad) in my 

teenage years after hearing the singing at Cardiff Arms Park.



Recognising my interest in the game, and the fact that I had attended two 

Singapore Rugby Union (SRU) AGMs in succession, I was, to my complete 

surprise, nominated as one of the 3 vice-presidents in 1992. The SRU was 

completely amateur in those days, not so much as an administrator in sight, and I 

was quickly spotted as the naïve young upstart in the new committee and given 

the unenviable role of competitions manager, which involved arranging games, 

booking pitches and referees and dealing with the endless requests from the 

competing clubs, all whilst learning the ropes at my full-time job.

It was a very tough role but helped me get to know the local rugby scene in a 

way that would have been impossible otherwise.

Roll forward 28 years and I was, once again, vice-president of the SRU 

(it was my third term holding the post, as I also held it during the leadership 

transition during the 2006/07 season).

Singapore rugby has come a long way since those early days and we now have a 

full-time executive staff who manage all the operational aspects of rugby here and 

a management committee that is both involved and committed.

Under the leadership of then president, Terence Khoo, the SRU had re-organised

and had spent the previous 3 years defining our objectives and developing policies 

and processes that would help us achieve them. The first couple of years we were 

distracted by the challenges of staging the HSBC Singapore Rugby Sevens 

tournaments but, fortunately, the whole event is now organized directly by Sport 

Singapore, leaving us time to focus more on our core duty of managing and 

developing the sport here. To my mind, rugby is currently at a major crossroad, and I 

believe it cannot survive in its current form. The game has never completely come to 

terms with professionalism, and the spiraling costs and expectations that 

professionalism has created has not been matched by increased income (except in a 

few very limited cases), and sponsorship is increasingly difficult to come by.

After working for 25 years as a construction project manager, I decided to make a 

huge change in my life and I am now a full-time professional counsellor and have 

started my own company, Harmony Counselling. The skills I have developed as a 

counsellor are extremely helpful in providing empathetic, non-judgmental support to 

those who have experienced harassment or abuse.

Other challenges lay ahead of us, including working with Asia Rugby to develop a 

clear and consistent international competitions calendar and, subsequently, 

organizing a more stable domestic rugby calendar. We are making good progress in 

these areas but there is still some way to go and always the next challenge to focus 

on beyond that.

As my playing career has now ended (except for the possibility of the occasional 

over 45s tournament), I am grateful for all rugby has given me over the years and 

am happy to have the opportunity to do my part in helping the game move forward 

in a way that embraces the new without losing the essential spirit of friendship and 

respect, which makes ours such a unique sport.



As For The Last 99 Tours….

What Goes On Tour Stays On Tour!

https://www.harmonycounselling.com.sg/


Proud Sponsors 

2024 Amora Hotels & Resorts 

Phuket International Dimbulla 

Rugby 11s 



1) Strict adherence to the Laws of the Games as prescribed by World 

Rugby 

2) Yellow/Red Cards 

- This will and shall be given out for foul play and repeated individual/team 

infringements 

- For high tackle, we will deal with it as how the Referee sees it. Mitigating 

factors will be taken into consideration by the Referee officiating the match. 

- Red Card suspension is prescribed in the Tournament Guidelines and/or 

at the discretion of the Main Committee of the Tournament 

3) Time & Score 

- Referees will keep time and score. 

- Running time will be the rule and stopped only if there is a severe injury. 

This will be done at the next stoppage of play. ie Scrum, Lineout, Free Kick 

or Penalty. This will be at the discretion of the Referee officiating 

- Referees will not stop play unless the injured/fallen player is in the way of 

the play. 

- Doctor and Medics will attend to the same. 

- Conversions kicks must be kicked within 30 seconds from the Try was 

awarded 

- Penalty kicks must be kicked within 30 seconds from the time the Team 

indicated their intention to do so. 

- A Restart kick must be taken within 30 seconds from the time of 

conversion has been taken or declined and/or from the time a penalty goal 

or dropped kick is kicked. 

4) Zero Tolerance to Abuse & Foul Play 

-No Excuses 

-No Reasons 

-No Arguments 

- Abuse of any Match Official will be an immediate expulsion of the said 

individual from the tournament 

5) Decision making 

- the Referee 

i) may consult the Assistant Referee about any matters relating to foul play 

Ii) may alter his decision if he made such a consultation 

iii) has the power to stop play at any time 

6) The Referee is the sole judge of fact and of law during the match 

Thank you 

Jean-Luc Schultz 

Referee Manager 

Dimbulla Phuket International Rugby 11s 

REFEREE’S EXPECTATIONS 



MATCH

OFFICIALS

Referees Manager

Jean Luc

Singapore

Referee

Ryan Peden

South Africa

Referee

Billy Kay

Hong Kong China

Referee

Matthew Roddon

New Zealand

Referee

Damon Freeman

South Africa

Referee

Martin Christensen

New Zealand

Referee

Kelvin Wong

Hong Kong China

Referee

Malaysia

Referee

Malaysia

Referee

Alex Blois-Brooke

Hong Kong China

Respecting the referee is a core value of our game. Players and 

coaches are expected to accept referee decisions, address them 

respectfully and avoid any form of verbal or physical abuse. Referees 

are the ultimate authority on the field, and their decisions are final



Sawadee Krub Ruggers!!! 

Welcome back to Phuket for a wonderful weekend on and off the 

pitch. We are really delighted to have all the returning teams and 

the new ones to our tournament! 

Rugby 11s is flourishing through our brand’s competition and 

teams have well adapted to this exciting format. So have a read of 

the Laws of the tournament to familiarise yourself with the 11s 

laws. Bear in mind that the World Rugby Laws of the Game still 

prevail on top of our 11s laws. 

As the game has players, the game has referees. The person in 

the middle who blows his whistle telling you what’s incorrect or 

what’s allowed/disallowed. We have an integration of both local 

and international referees. With TRU’s officials and some of the 

highly experienced referees in the region, we plan to provide a 

continuous playable time where permissible. So, concentrate on 

the playing and we will focus on the law management. 

I have appended a Referees’ Expectations for all teams to look at 

as well. 

With that said, we are humans too. Come by and say hi, and you 

be surprised we are a very nice bunch of lads. 

Let’s have a good time and enjoy the tournament and festivities in 

this beautiful city. 

Kia harikoa me ta waimarie - Have Fun & Best of Luck 

Yours in Rugby

JL 

Phuket 11s Referee Manager 
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